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FAO  Sir Richard Branson 15 September 2013 

URGENT / EMERGENCY / MELISSA LAIRD  (44, US citizen) VIRGIN PASSENGER AT DULLES AIRPORT  
Dear Sir Richard                              

I am writing to request your immediate humanitarian intervention in the situation of this lady who was 
flown by VS 21 from Heathrow to Washington on Thursday 12 September. She remains stranded at Dulles 
Airport IN A WHEELCHAIR with NO PASSPORT, NO MONEY and NO CONTACTS IN THE US who could help her 
in this situation (her mother is 400 miles away and in poor health).   

WITH HER LAST $1 MELISSA PHONED US THIS MORNING TO TELL US HER DAMAGED LEGS ARE GOING BLACK 
AND SHE URGENTLY NEEDS TO GO TO HOSPITAL  

She was intending to fly on with Virgin to Dublin, Ireland where she has friends ready to receive her and take 
care of her but the US authorities have cancelled her passport. This is because she arrived in the US as a 
deportee from UK having served a prison-sentence on charges of abducting a child – her own son ‘Z’. In 
December 2011 ‘Z’ then aged 4 was roughly seized from his mother and taken into the care of Barnet Social 
Services, since when Melissa has not been allowed any contact with him. With our help a DNA test proving 
that ‘Z’ is indeed her son has now been carried out, nevertheless the adoption process for ‘Z’ is still in 
motion and obviously it was considered that the easiest way of concealing the situation was to dump 
Melissa back in the US where hopefully she might soon die of her injuries… 

Again with our help the case is becoming very public  – John Hemming MP who is a well-known champion of 
parents and children who are victims of child-snatching-by-the-state has published an article entitled 
“Mother to be deported whilst her child to be kept for adoption” and Sunday Telegraph columnist 
Christopher Booker has also written an article on the case for this evening’s edition of the newspaper. See 
our sub-blog  www.melissalaird.wordpress.com    

The immediate problem however is that we cannot contact Melissa at the airport in order to pass a message 
to her or help her get to hospital, hence appealing to you via your cousin Rosa who happens to be my 
neighbour here in Highgate!  

Could you therefore possibly check with the Virgin staff at Dulles that Melissa has by now found her way to 
the EMERGENCY ROOM at the airport, also could they assist her in reestablishing communication with us? 
Your staff Albana was very helpful on her arrival at Dulles two days ago. Obviously Virgin’s responsibility for 
her has technically ceased but a word from you would surely set things back in motion. 

We do fervently hope you will help prevent what at best has been a ghastly mistake by the British authorities 
turning into an actual tragedy. Coincidentally, Melissa was at one time an employee of yours and had your 
home phone-number in Holland Park in 1995, not that we expect you to remember her.  

With very many thanks in advance for your assistance  

 

Belinda McKenzie   (83 Priory Gardens London N6 5QU tel. 020 8340 6779   b.mckenzie@btinternet.com)  
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